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Condemning the global persecution of Christians.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OCTOBER 18, 2019

Mr. PALMER (for himself, Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia, Mr. HICE of Geor-
gia, Mr. Duncan, Mr. ApeEroornt, Mr. Buck, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr.
Furcoer, Mr. GarTz, Mr. WRIGHT, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr. BILIRAKIS,
Mrs. HARTZLER, Mr. HILL of Arkansas, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. BYRNE, Mr.
FLEISCHMANN, Mr. Mrapows, Mr. Bupp, Mr. Roy, Mr. CLoUD, Mr.
BaBiN, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. GIANFORTE, Mr. BROOKS of Alabama,
Mr. FORTENBERRY, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr. SPANO, Mr.
KerLy of Mississippi, Mr. JOIINSON of Louisiana, Mr. RATCLIFFE, Mr.
WALKER, Mr. Bigas, Mrs. MILLER, Mr. WENSTRUP, Mr. SMITH of New
Jersey, Mr. MULLIN, Mrs. RODGERS of Washington, Mr. MOOLENAAR,
Mr. WESTERMAN, and Ms. FOXX of North Carolina) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs

RESOLUTION

Condemning the global persecution of Christians.

Whereas Christian persecution remains a global problem;

Whereas, according to the Pew Research Center, Christians
remain the most persecuted religious group in the world;

Whereas persecution includes acts such as physical violence,
forced exile, imprisonment, torture, rape, and death;

Whereas, according to Open Doors USA’s 2019 World Watch

List, the 50 most dangerous countries for Christians
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were responsible for 4,136 Christians killed for faith-re-
lated reasons, 1,266 church or Christian building attacks,
and the detention without trial, arrest, sentencing, and

imprisonment of 2,625 Christians;

Whereas, in 2010, Asia Bibi, a Christian mother and field la-
borer, was charged with blasphemy and sentenced to

death by hanging in Pakistan;

Whereas, after nine years of imprisonment, Pakistan’s Su-
preme Court acquitted Asia Bibi based on insufficient
evidence and she was finally allowed to leave the country
in May 2019;

Whereas, since 2014, diserimination and violence toward
Christians, Muslims, and other religious minorities in
India have significantly increased using anticonversion
laws, anti-cow-slaughter laws, forced conversions, and in-
Justice within law enforcement;

Whereas, in Nigeria on February 15, 2014, Boko Haram
militants attacked a farming village in Borno State, kill-
ing 106 people while targeting male residents of the

Christian community;

Whereas, in August 2014, ISIS swept into the Nineveh Plain
in Iraq, forcing thousands of Christian families to flee
their homes;

Whereas, in 2016, Secretary of State John Kerry stated that
a genocide was being committed against Christians and
Yazidis in Northern Iraq and Syria;

Whereas, in 2016, United States Pastor Andrew Brunson
was wrongfully imprisoned by the Government of Turkey

for two years until his release in 2018;
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Whereas, on April 9, 2017, Palm Sunday, two Egyptian Cop-
tic Christian churches were bombed, killing 45 and injur-

ing 126 churchgoers;

Whereas, in Nigeria on June 23, 2018, Fulani militants in
Plateau State killed 120 Christians as they returned

from a funeral;

Whereas, in December 2018, police officers in Chengdu,
China, arrested Protestant Pastor Wang Yi and more

than 100 Early Rain Covenant Church members;

Whereas Chinese authorities searched and sealed each of the
Early Rain Covenant Church’s properties and forced
members to sign a pledge that they would not attend the

church or church school again;
Whereas China banned the online sale of the Bible;

Whereas Chinese authorities are forcing Christians to replace
pictures of Jesus with pictures of Chinese government of-
ficials;

Whereas an estimated 60 million Christians reside in China

and most worship in underground churches to avoid gov-

ernment control;

Whereas, on April 21, 2019, Easter Sunday, more than 180
people were killed while worshipping at Christian c¢hurch-

es in three separate locations in Sri Lanka;

Whereas the Islamic State claimed responsibility for the
Easter attacks, stating it was carried out by seven ISIS
fighters and targeted Christians and “‘citizens of Cru-

sader coalition states’; and

Whereas, in May 2019, British Foreign Secretary Jeremy
Hunt issued an interim report finding that “‘the over-

whelming majority (estimated at 80 percent) of per-
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secuted religious believers are Christians.”: Now, there-

fore, be 1t
Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

(1) condemns persecution of members of any
faith;

(2) calls for every government to recognize the
right of Christians to practice their faith without
fear of persecution, including physical violence,
death, or imprisonment; and

(3) calls on the Department of State to
prioritize freedom of conscience and religious free-
dom in United States foreign policy consideration.

O

*HRES 640 IH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-01-01T09:51:36-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




